THE   FARM                            77

crop as it comes out of the ground. The cultivators refuse
to connect the yellow caterpillars with white moths which
were seen flying about like drifting snowflakes after the
first showers of the monsoon had softened the topsoil
sufficiently for them to hatch. But these moths were the
parents of the caterpillars. If people doubt it, get the
village schoolmaster to keep some of the moths and hatch
out their eggs. The time to stop this pest is when the
moths hatch. As soon as the rains have softened the
ground several inches deep, the moths will hatch out of the
ground, and light-traps must be placed in the fields to
catch them. Fill a broad basin with water, add a teaspoon-
ful of oil to make certain that when a moth falls into the
water it will not get out again, put a brick in the basin,
stand a hurricane lantern on the brick, and the trap is
ready. These traps must be distributed throughout the
fields at intervals of about a hundred yards, and placed on
little mounds of earth two feet high. Light the lanterns
every evening until the moths have all disappeared. Every
morning the water will be found choked with dead yellow-
tail moths. Unfortunately a lot of other insects will also
be caught, but this cannot be helped. The farmer is
entitled to protect his crops even if it does mean the
destruction of a certain number of innocent insects. This,
of course, is an excellent job for schoolboys and Boy Scouts.

(iv) Top-borer and Pyrilla moths. Sugar-cane is attacked
by two moths, the top-borer and pyrilla. Pyrilla must be
tackled in April and May, the moths caught in hand nets,
and the egg clusters on the cane-leaves crushed between
thumb and forefinger.

The top-borer must be attacked from February to
November. Its eggs are laid on the leaves and must be
crushed. The moths can be caught sitting on the leaves